
 

you find it informative 
and enjoy reading it. 
  
Sincerely, 
Ninad Thanawala, 
Editor  

Happy New Year and 
Happy Republic Day. 
Let us begin this year 
with welcoming our 
new board chairman 
and executive commit-
tee for the year 2010.  
Thank you very much 

for voting and showing 
enthusiasm for our 
mandir and our com-
munity.  
 
This is the inaugural 
issue of our mandir 
newsletter. We hope 

Namaste! 
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Chairmanõs Message 

My Dear Fellow Devo-
tees,  

Happy Anniversary! 

 
It just seems like yes-
terday that we had the 
temple inauguration. 
Actually four years 
have passed very 
quickly.  We all are 
well aware of the tem-
ple's significant pro-
gress during this time. 
We are blessed that we 
have had dedicated 
committee and board 
members who have 
tirelessly worked to 
provide us with daily 
uninterrupted temple 
services, out reach pro-
grams, education and 
social networking. Let 
me not forget to recog-
nize our dedicated 
priests who are respon-
sible for our well or-
ganized pooja services 
inside and outside the 
temple. We are also 
very thankful to the 
ever growing number 
of the temple devotees. 
It is because of these 

devotees that the 
dream of expanding 
the temple to the next 
phase is finally taking 
real shape. The second 
phase of the temple 
will meet the needs of 
providing ample space 
for special events and 
also facilitate the func-
tioning of the temple 
in a much more regular 
and comfortable man-
ner. 

 
It is my pleasure to 
inform you that the 
board of trustees has 
agreed on moving for-
ward with the second 
phase of the temple. 
The second phase will 
include the construc-
tion of a worship hall, 
4 to 5 classrooms, of-
fice, and modification 
of the existing building 
to transform it into a 
larger and better func-
tioning community 
hall. Our experienced 
board members and 
building committee 
members along with 
the renowned archi-

tects have reached a 
happy conclusion in 
finalizing the construc-
tion plans. We looked 
at all the safety, finan-
cial, economical, 
growth factors and 
agreed to proceed with 
a single floor build-
ing.  We plan to start 
the construction by 
end of May or early 
June, 2010. This is an 
ambitious project 
which requires your 
commitment and fi-
nancial support.  
  
The board of trustees 
has decided to hold 
a general body meet-
ing on February 14th, 
Sunday at 1 PM. This 
is an informational 
meeting for everybody 
to get acquainted with 
the process of 2nd 
phase of the temple. 
Please show your sup-
port and plan to attend 
this meeting. 
  
Please come forward 
and donate generously 
to help finish OUR 
dream - OUR temple.  

  
God bless our Temple! 
  
Atul Bhargava 
Chairman, HTCI 



Presidentõs Message 

It is a great honor for me to be 
re-elected as the president of 
the Hindu Temple of Central 
Indiana (HTCI) for the next two 
years (2010 to 2012). I thank 
you all from the bottom of my 
heart for your support and the 
trust that you have in me to 
serve this temple as the presi-
dent. When I first served as the 
president  of HTCI in 2006 to 
2007,  I  established some basic 
rules & policies for smooth run-
ning of the temple activities. 
These policies were basically 
maintained with some improve-
ments and some changes by our 
Ex-President, Mrs. Madhu Bhar-
gava and her team of executive 
members and I thank them for 
an excellent job they have 
done, for the last two years. 
As most of you know, our tem-
ple was opened for services on 
February 3rd, 2006 and since 
then it has been conducting a 
variety of religious & cultural 
activities with two full time 
priests, Shri Raghavendra 
Prasada ji and Shri Digamber 
Upreti ji., serving our spiritual & 
pooja needs . In looking forward 
to maintain these activities, it 
may seem scary to some extent 
but I feel a sense of comfort 
and confidence knowing that I 
have the support of a great 
team of executive committee 
members chosen by you for this 
year.  
This new team, consisting of 
Anil Bajpai as the Vice-
President, as the Secretary, 
Ambat Babu as the Treasurer, 
Anil Vasistha as the Joint Secre-
tary/ Treasurer, Hareash Gang-
wani  as the chairman of Func-
tion Coordination committee, 
Jagannath Pandey as the chair-
man of Pooja Committee, Prab-
hakar Kasarabada as the chair 
man of Membership Commit-

tee, Sathya Murthy Tulasiraman 
as the chair man of Maintenance 
Committee, Sathyaraj Chawan as 
the chair man of Library Commit-
tee, Mina Patel as the chair per-
son of Kitchen committee, Hansa 
Dave as the chair person of Youth 
Activity Coordination Committee 
(Balagokulam-Chetana Classes), 
Amit Thanawala as the chairman 
of Communication Committee and 
Aayush Gupta /Ninad Thanawala 
as the Youth Group Members  is 
diverse, tenacious and entrepre-
neurial and I am sure this team 
will do everything  to make the 
next 2 years a great memorable 
term.   
Our immediate goal is to continue 
in maintaining and improving the 
policies of the temple for smooth 
running and at the same time to 
fulfill your needs & the members 
of community at large. We also 
like to see the expansion of the 
temple by working with the board 
of trustees to start the second 
phase of the temple project as 
soon as possible before our term 
expires. As the leader of this 
team, I promise to provide a good 
leadership, vision and guidance to 
the various subcommittees for 
their coordinated and cooperative 
efforts to achieve the goals of the 
temple. 
Temples are an integral part of 
our Hindu culture and play an 
important role in our community. 
Helping others or doing seva with 
love & devotion is an important 
part of the Hindu way of life. As 
Lord Krishna says "Charity or Seva 
given out of duty without expecta-
tion of return at the proper time 
& place and to a worthy place is 
considered to be in the mode of 
goodness. Seva performed with 
expectation of some return or 
with a desire for fruitive results or 
in the grudging mood is said to be 
seva in the mode of passion". 

There are over thousand Indian 
families in Indianapolis and the 
surrounding cities in central Indi-
ana who could or should become 
members.  We personally appeal 
to all of you to become members 
and get involved with the temple 
activities by providing your seva 
with tan, man & dhan. 
In looking forward for the future, 
there still remain some challenges 
which can be translated into op-
portunities for further improve-
ment of the temple. My team, I 
promise, will work not only to-
wards this direction but also try-
ing to solve any issue that may 
come from time to time. Last but 
not the least, I request again your 
help & support to go forward  for 
the construction of the phase II  of 
the main temple with permanent 
deities, with a  spirit & enthusiasm 
"What you can do for the temple, 
without asking the question what 
the temple can do for you".  Dear 
friends, let us unite together, let 
us work together to accomplish 
this goal and celebrate our suc-
cess and hindu heritage by chant-
ing: 
 Hindu Hindu Ek rahe , Bhed bhava 
ko nahi sahe, Sangharshon se 
dukhi jagat ko , manavta ki shkisha 
de . 
I like to conclude this message by 
wishing you all a very happy and 
prosperous New Year, with a 
prayer, "Om Sah naavavatu, Sah 
nau bhunaktu, Sahaveeryam 
karavaavahai, Tejasvinaavadhee-
tamastu, Maa vidvishaavahai, Om 
Shanti, Shanti, Shan-
tihi." (Meaning, May the Lord 
protect us, May He cause us to 
enjoy, May we exert together, 
May our studies be thorough and 
faithful, May we never quarrel 
with each other. Om peace, 
peace, peace). God bless you all. 
Dr. Rama M.Belagaje 
President, HTCI 
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ȰMy team, I promise, 

will work not only 

towards this direction 

but also trying to solve 

any issue that may 

come from time to 

time.ȱ  



HTCI would like to invite all its 

devotees to celebrate the fourth 

temple anniversary to be held in 

near future. Anniversary celebra-

tions include special Abhishek to 

all Devathas followed by lunch 

and colorful cultural programs. To 

show your support on this auspi-

cious day, please become a life-

time or annual member. Lifetime 

membership is $1500 and annual 

membership is $100. You can 

also get a free life time member-

ship by donating $10,000 or more 

(Grand Patron / Benefactor/ 

Grand Benefactor) and donations 

are tax deductible subject to IRS 

regulations. Please go to http://

www.htci.org/forms/

membership_2009.pdf  to 

download the membership form. 

Coming SoonτTemple 

Fourth Anniversary 

Function  

HTCI Executive Committee - 2010 to 2011 

  

Rama M. Belagaje- President 

Anil Bajpai- Vice President / President -Elect 

Rajiv Pandey- Secretary 

Ambat Babu- Treasurer 

Anil Vashistha- Joint Secretary/Treasurer 

Haresh Gangwani- Functions Coordination Committee 

Jagannath Pandey- Pooja Coordination Committee 

Prabhakar Kasarabada- Membership Committee 

Satya Murthi Tulasiraman- Maintenance Committee 

Sathyaraj Chawan- Library Committee 

Hansa Dave- Youth Activity Coordinator 

Mina Patel- Kitchen Committee 

Amit Thanawala- Communication Committee 

Current Board and Committee Members 

HTCI Board of Trustees - 2006 to 2011 

 

 Mr. Atul Bhargava- Chairman 

Mr. Sathyanarayana R.Marri- 

V.Chairman & Fund Raising 

Mr. Jagdish Dave- Secretary 

Ms. Rama Ivaturi- Treasurer 

Mr. G.L.Ahuja- Joint Secretary / Treasurer 

Mr. Vidyasagar Tumuluri- Community & Public Relations 

Mr. Srinivasan Chandrasekhar- Facilities 

Mr.Anil Yakhmi- Long-range Planning 

Mr. Vasu Vasudevan- Education & Communication 

Ms. Krishna K. Vedala- Social & Cultural Activities 

Mr. Kateel N Pai- Human Resources
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Income and Expense for 2009 (unaudited) 

INCOME:    

Membership     $29,617.00 

Pooja      $51,162.00 

Priest Services     $39,237.00 

Kitchen      $33,315.00 

Hundi      $52,020.00 

Miscellaneous       $6,687.00 

Bank Interest       $6,306.00 

Other Donations   $260,259.00

  

Total Income $478,603.00

  

EXPENSES:    

Priests      $64,189.00 

Printing & Office Expenses        $6,950.00 

Professional Expenses      $3,345.00 

Build & Grounds     $41,784.00 

Pooja, Kitchen & Misc.    $11,700.00 

Temple 2nd Phase       $9,297.00 

                                                                                                                                                      

 

                                                                                   

Total Expenses   $137,265.00 

 

NET INCOME FOR 2009 $341,338.00 

Submitted by G.L.Ahuja. 

Joint Secretary / Treasurer, HTCI Board 

of Trustees 



Krishna janmastami, Sri Ganesh 

Chaturthi, Navaratri-all 9days/

Chandi Havan, Deepavali Laxmi 

pooja). 

All Year Specil pooja sponsor-

ship is $501. This includes New 

year's Day, Makara Sankranti/or 

Aiyyappa Pooja /or Bhogi, Sri 

andal Kalyanam, Ram Navami/

Sita Ram Kalyanam, Yugadi/

Gudi Padwa/or Tamil New 

Year, Anna Kuta /or Tulasi 

Saligram Vivah, Temple Anni-

versary, Maha Shivaratri, Sri 

Fundraising Chairmanð Mr. Satyanarayana Reddy Marri 

All Year Pooja Sponsorship 

Dear Fellow Devotees of HTCI, 

HTCI wishes you and your fam-

ily a very happy and prosperous 

new year.  We thank you all for 

your participation and support 

of the many religious and social 

activities conducted at our Tem-

ple and also the Temple fund-

raising.   As you all know, our 

Temple is functioning very well 

at this time with two Poojaris 

and a full schedule of religious 

and cultural events.  Even so, we 

are not able to completely fulfill 

the needs of our community 

during major events; most of the 

time there is standing room only, 

and not enough of this to meet 

our large crowds and parking is 

also proving to be inadequate 

and we are forced to send some 

vehicles to nearby churches and 

schools who have graciously 

allowed us to use their space.  

All of this is because our Hindu 

community is growing and Tem-

ple awareness is growing along 

with it.   

Taking all of these reasons into 

consideration, we now strongly 

feel it is time to proceed with the 

construction of the next phase 

of the Temple (main Temple 

with permanent deities).  After 

many thoughtful and responsible 

discussions considering the re-

cent global economic meltdown 

and lack of sufficient funding, 

this phase has been delayed to 

this point   Now the general 

consensus is that the economy is 

showing signs of recovery and 

that construction costs and inter-

est rates are likely to rise.  We 

have obtained community feed-

back and have held numerous 

brainstorming sessions and feel 

in order to take advantage of this 

unpredictable window of oppor-

tunity we must move forward 

with construction.  While keep-

ing in mind our current and 

future Temple needs and main-

taining fiscal responsibility and 

accountability we developed a 

plan along with the help of our 

architects with few modifications 

to our original plan, without any 

compromise to our ceremonial 

hall,  the number of deities 

within or the outside ornamenta-

tion.  The current projected cost 

will be $3.5 million which is $2 

million less than the original 

plan.  At present the Temple has 

about $1 million, which means 

we must raise the additional $2.5 

million to complete this project.  

We are ready to break ground 

for this project in the spring of 

this year and continue through 

to fruition without interruption.  

In order for this to happen the 

Temple needs your help as much 

as possible.  Now is the time to 

fulfill our pledges as well as 

faithfully re-pledge toward our 

goal of a beautiful and fitting 

Temple for all to enjoy.  Please 

come forward and be a part of 

this noble mission. 

  

No one person or small group of 

people can build a Temple large 

enough to meet our community 

needs.  Every single one of us 

should participate in and pro-

mote our Temple project as the 

Temple is of the community and 

for the community.  We are that 

community. 

  

May God Bless You, 

 

Satyanarayana Reddy Marri 

Fundraising Committee Chair-

man 
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ñAll of this is 

because our 

Hindu community 

is growing and 

Temple 

awareness is 

growing along 

with it. ñ 




